Important Dates
December

Welcome to the Viking Voice Quarterly, a publication of the WAMS PTO, issued after the marking period ends to celebrate the events and happenings at
William Annin Middle School.

12/12: WAMS Orchestra Concert (7 PM)
12/16: BOE Mtg. / RHS PAC (7 PM)
12/18: WAMS Staff Holiday Luncheon
12/18: WAMS Choral Concert (7 PM)
12/23 – 12/31: School Closed – Winter Recess

For information on upcoming
events, please refer to the
current week’s Viking Voice
Express on the WAMS PTO
home page.

2019—2020 PTO, District, & DynaCal Calendars
Click HERE for the PTO Calendar
Click HERE for the District Calendar
Click HERE for the DynaCal Calendar
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PTO NEWS & INFORMATION
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Heather Brady
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Open

The WAMS PTO Board meets monthly to discuss current and future PTO
events. The members work diligently to make the best decisions possible
with PTO funds while supporting the PTO’s mission:

Please visit our home page regularly to stay current on all the latest events
and information at William Annin Middle School. The news bubbles are
frequently updated with pertinent announcements. Be sure to sign up to
receive the WAMS Friday Folder which includes our weekly newsletter together with the Viking Voice Express (VVE). Our web site also contains
Resources such as forms, FAQ’s, and important links; as well as ways to get
involved and how to support our school.
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PTO NEWS & INFORMATION
First Marking Period
PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL
The Parent Advisory Council (PAC) is a committee of parents, hosted by the principal, which meets on the first
Wednesday of most months to discuss the school environment. It is a closed meeting, but parents are encouraged to email their grade level representatives, as noted below, with any school-wide concerns at least one
week before the meeting dates listed at the bottom of this page. The information is strictly confidential and
the representative you contact will get back to you with the answer and/or explanation to your questions
and/or concerns.
Individual child and/or teacher concerns should be first discussed with the teacher directly. Teachers are very
willing to discuss concerns and they are often unaware of problems. Each PTO Board Member is also invited
to the PAC meetings.
Parents interested in serving on the PAC committee must be chairing or co-chairing a committee for the current school year and should fill out the WAMS volunteer sign-up sheet distributed in the Spring.

2019-2020 PAC Members
6th Grade
Wanning Wu (wanning_wu@yahoo.com)
Chintan Trivedi (chintan_trivedi@yahoo.com)
Kala Hariharan (kala_hhv@yahoo.com)
7th Grade
Lynda Tomaru (lyndatomaru@gmail.com)
Rashmi Jain (rashmirinkoo@gmail.com)
Tissiana Oliva (tissiana@hotmail.com)
Manasa Dahiya (manasadahiya@gmail.com)
8th Grade
Suchitha Shakthimaui (Suchitha912@gmail.com)
Margaret von der Linden (mvonder@hotmail.com)
PEC
Christine Pietrantuono (pietrantuonofamily@gmail.com)
Lauren Small (lbsmall@hotmail.com)
AO
Stephanie Caesar (sb_caesar@yahoo.com)
2019 – 2020 Meeting Dates & Minutes
October 2, 2019 – 9:00 AM (Meeting Minutes)
November 6, 2019 – 9:00 AM (CANCELLED)
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PTO NEWS AND INFORMATION
First Marking Period
GENERAL PTO MEETING
Each General PTO meeting covers PTO news and events and includes a WAMS
update from Principal Karen Hudock. As part of PTO news, a Board of Education
member, a WAMS AO Representative, and a District Curriculum Committee
member provide a general status. Here are highlights from the special topics
presented at our first meeting. Click on the meeting date for information and to
read the full minutes. Archived Meeting Minutes and a list of future dates and
topics may be found on the PTO web site.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2019
Topic: General Business and Introduction to WAMS Support Staff
The WAMS Support Staff presented their respective roles and responsibilities:

Child Study Team: Lisa Romano, Jordan Marcus, Debbie Bune, & Jane McGarry
Guidance Department: Cara Rychecky, Lori Thompson, Marissa Berkowitz, &
Andy West
Student Assistance Counseling: Barbara Kurlansik, Amy Stem, & Jamie Sutton
Health Office: Debbie Karuppan, Stacey Osucha, & Darlene Persak
Whether or not they are new to WAMS, parents can always benefit from
information about WAMS support. Please click HERE for the presentation
on each area of support. Thank you to the Support Staff for their insightful information and for their dedication to our students in helping them succeed and
achieve their goals at WAMS.
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PTO HAPPENINGS
First Marking Period

STUDENT DIRECTORY

This is the sixth year WAMS went green and signed on with AtoZ Directories to
establish our online student directory, which includes the convenient option for
parents to pay their membership dues online.
Work on the directory began in June and continued throughout the summer so
that parents could have immediate access to information online, as well as a
printed copy in hand .
The PTO extends a big thank you to our Directory chair, Sweta Tiwary, without
whose expertise of “all things AtoZ” and many hours of personally ensuring data
accuracy-- from names, addresses, email addresses and phone numbers, to
reformatting the printed directory for easier use, to managing all aspects of the
print production--this project would not have been so successful.
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PTO HAPPENINGS
First Marking Period

MAGAZINE DRIVE & COOKIE DOUGH SALE

We kicked off the 2019-20 school year with another very successful, “ducky”
Magazines and Cookie Dough Sale, our biggest fundraiser of the year. With all
the efforts from our WAMS community, we have earned approximately
$10,000.00 for our school!
Many thanks to all of the students and parents who participated. Special thanks
to Mr. Lederer for providing leadership and Suchitha Shakthimani for chairing
the drive. Thank you to the following volunteers who helped with the magazine
drive: Jin Chen, Chintan Trivedi, Sophia Hu, Michelle Valentin, Kiran Dadlani,
Wendy Alonso, Tissiana Oliva, Helen Tu, Melanie Grob, Nicole Poliseno, Suchitha
Shakthimani, Alexandra Schwarz, Mita Harivallabhdas, and Alicia Martine.
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PTO HAPPENINGS
First Marking Period

OTHER EVENTS & APPRECIATION
New to District
Before school started, The spirit wear chair,
Rashmi Jain and the VP of Volunteers, Michelle
Prejean, greeted approximately 60 new families
during their WAMS orientation. New families were
offered water, a chance to buy spirit wear and an
opportunity to join the PTO.

Back to School Night
The PTO had a table at both Back to School
nights. We offered free water, spirit wear for sale
and the occasional direction of how to get
somewhere. Our volunteers those nights were
Rashmi Jain, Margaret von der Linden, Li Ma,
Michelle Prejean, and Michelle Yang.

6th Grade Family Fun Night
Another fun event that is made possible by the 6th grade counselors, is the 6th
Grade Family Fun Night. Our volunteers for this event were Chintan Trivedi,
Linda Chen, Li Ma, Mita Harivallabhdas, and Wanning Wu. A special “Thank You”
to Mrs. Cara Rychecky, 6th grade counselor, and Ms. Chintan Trivedi, our chair
and parent volunteer.
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PTO HAPPENINGS
First Marking Period

COFFEE SERVICE & FUTURE EVENTS
Coffee Service
A continued thanks to Coffee Service chair, Michelle
Jacoby, for keeping our coffee machine maintained
and stocked.

2nd Marking Period Events Lookout
Our two big events for the 2nd Marking Period is
the Holiday Teacher and Staff luncheon and Gifts of Kindness. The date for
the luncheon is set for December 18th, 2019. Please be on the lookout after
Thanksgiving break for signup geniuses and volunteer to make this another
great year. You can donate food, drinks, or your time to set up, clean up and/ or
serve.
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WAMS AO SPORTS REVIEW
First Marking Period
Congratulations to all our Fall athletes and thank you for participating in the WAMS AO
sports teams and clinics this season. The AO would like to thank all coaches, assistant coaches, team parents, bus riders and students for making sports at WAMS such a great success!
Students participate in WAMS sports for a variety of reasons: to stay active and fit, to complement their club teams, to try something new, or to return to a sport they truly enjoy. Whatever the reason, we hope the experience of representing their school with pride was meaningful and valuable.

The Boys & Girls Cross Country teams had great seasons. The boys took 2nd place and the
girls won 3rd place in the CJJSAA Meet of Champions on October 29th. The Meet of Champions is an invitation-only event with the top boys and girls from each school invited to compete. Congrats to the WAMS Cross Country teams!
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WAMS AO SPORTS REVIEW
First Marking Period (Continued…)

Congratulations to our Boys Soccer Team on a fabulous season, finishing the season 11-0-1.
They won the CJJSAA league championship by defeating Hillsborough 2-0!

The Girls Volleyball team played in the league quarterfinals. The team showed steady improvement throughout the season.
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WAMS AO SPORTS REVIEW
First Marking Period (Continued…)

Congratulations to the Girls Field Hockey team on very successful season. They finished their regular season 7-1 and
played in the league semifinals.

Congratulations to our Girls Soccer team who played great this season. The team ended their season with an 8-2-1
record and made it to the league semifinals.
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WAMS AO SPORTS REVIEW
First Marking Period
Other WAMS AO News:
WAMS AO clinics have become very popular and are open to incoming 6th, 7th and 8th graders. Students have the opportunity to play Girls Volleyball, Boys Volleyball, Boys Basketball
(6th grade) and Girls Basketball (6th grade). Clinics offer the new and developing player an
opportunity to learn the game and work on improving skills.
The WAMS AO Winter season is now underway. 49 boys and 48 girls registered for basketball team tryouts which took place the first week of November. We wish all winter teams a
successful season! Schedules can be found on our website.
Boys Volleyball tryouts are open to all male students (6th graders too!) and will take place on
December 17-18. No experience is necessary. Registration is open until December 5th at
www.wamsao.com.
We would also like to thank all of the WAMS families that supported the AO through the Back
to School Night 50/50 raffles and the Box Tops for Education program. The winner of the
6th/7th grade evening was Tara Dachnowicz and the winner of the 8th grade evening was
Eileen Barna! The Fall Box Tops collection brought in about $100 and we are so grateful for
your support. Please continue to send your Box Tops to the main office. We collect all year
long! These fundraisers help sustain low costs for the organization and our parents.
Check out our website www.wamsao.com and Like us on Facebook - WAMS Athletic Organization https://www.facebook.com/wamsao.
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STUDENT RECOGNITION
First Marking Period
Congratulations on Outstanding
Performance
2019-2020 School Year

8TH GRADE STUDENT STARS
Each marking period, the 8th grade teachers recognize a group of students as student stars.
Students are chosen for their good moral character, contributions to the school, concern for
others, cooperative spirit, respect for school and others, and sense of responsibility. These
students demonstrate the attributes that contribute to a successful school community.

Blue Team

Gold Team

Green Team

Olivia Bierstein

Madelyn Blanford

Dmitry Cole

Nicole Fam

Nick Falcone

Gabriella Gross

Will Miller

Nick George

Laura Lemgruber

Roman Milowsk

Kiera Kelleher

Xiao Ling

iMonica Schwed

Mario Perrotti

Camila Perez Martorell

Aaron Zamkoff

Alyssa Urschler

Kevin Taylor
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STUDENT RECOGNITION
First Marking Period
Congratulations on Outstanding
Performance
2019-2020 School Year

7TH GRADE VIKING VIP’s
The 7th grade teams honor students who exemplify character every marking period. Each team
of teachers nominated and voted on students based their dedication to our "Be Statements". The
four "Be Statements" are be responsible, be respectful, be positive, and be kind. Students who
win the VIP award display the courage to do the right thing when no one is watching, serve as
role models, treat others with respect and kindness, demonstrate responsibility, and act with
integrity. This award recognizes the actions of the true VIP’s at William Annin. The seventh
grade teachers are proud of these students and their accomplishments and recognize their efforts at making our community a better place. The first marking period recipients are:

Blue Team

Gold Team

Green Team

Dagen Domenic

Abigael Aksel

Val Hoengaard

Leah Hubert

Joseph Dachnowicz

Avery Ligozio

Samee Sheik

Andrew Foley

Nicholas Poliseno

Eric Zhang

Morgan Wiehe

Mattea Ryan
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STUDENT RECOGNITION
First Marking Period
Congratulations on Outstanding
Performance
2019-2020 School Year

6TH GRADE MOST VALUABLE VIKING
The M.V.V. award is a program for 6th Grade designed to recognize students who have consistently demonstrated a positive and cooperative attitude in their school community by demonstrating one (or more) of the four Viking Values – respect, responsibility, being positive and
kind. While many students demonstrate good character each and every day, these student’s efforts and actions went above and beyond earning them this outstanding award.
The 6th Grade Most Valuable Vikings for the 1st Marking period are:

Blue Team

Gold Team

Green Team

Kieran Betts

Anusha Karthikeyan

Marcel Baguer

Erin Jacobs

Margaret Kiessling

Charlotte Daniel

Eunice Kim

Jayan Philip

Lorenzo DiFederico

Dan Rafanello

Ainsley Scott

Ally Sherman

Ben Williams

Brendan Yaeger

Thaddeus Welch
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