Important Dates
April
4/4: PAC Mtg. / Café Annex (9 AM)
4/6: WAMS Slams / RHS (7 PM)
4/6: 3rd Marking Period Ends
4/9: 4th Marking Period Begins
4/10: RHS/WAMS Jazz Band Concert / RHS PAC (7 PM)
4/11: Gen. PTO Mtg.: MAP Testing / WAMS Auditorium
(9:15 AM)
4/16: Spring Break
4/23: 3rd MP Report Cards Online

Welcome to the Viking Voice Quarterly, a publication
of the WAMS PTO, issued after the marking period
ends to celebrate the events and happenings at
William Annin Middle School.

For information on upcoming
events, please refer to the
current week’s Viking Voice
Express on the WAMS PTO
home page.

May
5/2: PAC Mtg. / Café Annex (9 AM)
5/2: Cycle 5 Ends
5/3: Cycle 6 Begins
5/3: PARCC ELA 1 (All Grades)
5/4: PARCC ELA 2 & 3 (All Grades)
5/7: PARCC Math 1 & 2 (All Grades)
5/8: PARCC Math 3 (All Grades)
5/9-15: PARCC Make-Up Testing
5/10: Lunch & Laugh / Olde Mill Inn (10-2 PM)
5/17: WAMS Expo (5:30-8:00 PM)
5/22: Gen. PTO Mtg.: SMART Smartphone Choices /
WAMS Audit. (7 PM)
5/25: School Closed (In-Service Day)
5/28: School Closed (Memorial Day)
5/30: Science NJSLA (8th Grade Only)
5/30: WAMS Band Concert / RHS PAC (7 PM)

Click here for the entire PTO calendar.
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PTO NEWS & INFORMATION
2017-2018 PTO BOARD
President (Co-President)
Secretary
Treasurer
VP of Communications
VP of Fundraising
VP of Programs
VP of Volunteers

Meena Sharma-Shukla
Barbara McCabe
Lakshmi Gurram
Margarita Reynoso
Alexandra Schwarz
Tissiana Oliva
Achint Kaur

The WAMS PTO Board meets monthly to discuss current and future PTO
events. The members work diligently to make the best decisions possible
with PTO funds while supporting the PTO’s mission:

Please visit our home page regularly to stay current on all the latest events
and information at William Annin Middle School. The news bubbles are
frequently updated with pertinent announcements. Be sure to sign up to
receive the WAMS Friday Folder which includes our weekly newsletter, the
Viking Voice Express (VVE). Our web site also contains Resources such as
forms, FAQ’s and important links; as well as ways to get involved and how
to support our school. We have PTO positions open for the 2018-2020
school year. Click here for details. If you are interested, please e-mail
wamspto@yahoo.com or Meena at meenaleo8@yahoo.com. For more
information or questions, feel free to reach out to any of the PTO Board
Members.
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PTO NEWS & INFORMATION
Third Marking Period
PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

The Parent Advisory Council (PAC) is a committee of parents, hosted by the principal, which meets on the first
Wednesday of most months to discuss the school environment. It is a closed meeting, but parents are
encouraged to email their grade level representatives, as noted below, with any school-wide concerns at least
one week before the meeting dates listed at the bottom of this page. The information is strictly confidential
and the representative you contact will get back to you with the answer and/or explanation to your questions
and/or concerns.
Individual child and/or teacher concerns should be first discussed with the teacher directly.
Teachers are very willing to discuss concerns and they are often unaware of problems. Each PTO Board
Member is also invited to the PAC meetings.
Parents interested in serving on the PAC committee must be chairing or co-chairing a committee for the
current school year and should fill out the WAMS volunteer sign-up sheet distributed in the Spring.
2017-2018 PAC Members
6th Grade
Joyce Wang – yingjhuang@yahoo.com
Anisha Kurian-Philip – anishakurian@hotmail.com
7th Grade
Rebecca Mousally – becca82875@yhaoo.com
Sona Mukadam – mukadams101@gmail.com
8th Grade
Yolanda Li – yu_li_2000@yahoo.com
Jaya Govindrajan – reachjaya@gmail.com
PEC
Lisa McNey – lmcney@me.com
AO
Heather Olivo – heatherolivo@yahoo.com
2017 – 2018 Meeting Dates & Minutes
October 4, 2017
November 8, 2017
February 7, 2018
April 4, 2018
*December 2017, January and March 2018 meetings were cancelled .
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PTO NEWS AND INFORMATION
Third Marking Period
GENERAL PTO MEETING
Each General PTO meeting covers PTO news and events and includes a WAMS
update from Principal Karen Hudock. As part of PTO news, a Board of Education
member, a WAMS AO Representative, and a District Curriculum Committee
member provide a general status. Here are highlights from the special topics
presented at our meeting. Click on the meeting date for information and to read
the full minutes. Archived Meeting Minutes and a list of future dates and topics
may be found on the PTO web site.
Wednesday, February 28, 2018
Topic: Eighth Grade Trip to Washington DC
Special thanks to Trip Advisors: Jennifer Chmura, Dave Petersen, and Jennifer
Richardella, for providing an overview of the details of the 8th Grade
Washington, DC ,Trip. The Trip Advisors informed parents how the trip would
be structured and what students should pack. The March 22-23 trip was very
successful.

Wednesday, April 11, 2018
Topic: The Basics of MAP Testing
Kristin Fox, Social Studies Supervisor and MAP Coordinator and WAMS
Principal, Mrs. Karen Hudock gave a comprehensive review of MAP Testing, how
it measures what students know and what they are ready to learn next. MAP
Testing produces reports that help instructors teach, students learn and
administrators lead.
The General PTO Meeting in March was rescheduled to May due to inclement
weather.
4

PTO QUARTERLY UPDATE
Third Marking Period
WAMS PTO UPDATE
The mission of the William Annin Middle School PTO is to strengthen, enhance, and
encourage the educational and social environment of the William Annin Middle School.
With your financial support and countless volunteer hours, we have so far this year
provided:


A-to-Z directories for every PTO member and student planners for each student



Informative Talks and Presentations (co-sponsor) such as:

* Ryan’s Story for Students and Parents - A presentation by John Halligan on Bullying,
Cyberbullying and Teen Depression
* Crazy-Stressed: A Talk by Dr Michael Bradley on Saving Today’s Overwhelmed Teens
with Love, Laughter, and the Science of Resilience


Node chairs for one classroom



Volleyball Equipment for the Athletic Organization



Bits for Makerspace: Coding Kit and Droid Kit



Display panels to showcase students’ art throughout the school



Other educational items as requested by faculty (“wishlist items”), such as “Bystander
Box Do-It Yourself Kit” – a toolkit to conduct student assemblies to prevent bullying



COMING SOON: Two water bottle filling stations to keep our students hydrated Please
help us fund additional activities and educational items by making a tax-deductible
donation today.

Thank you for your continued support by participating in the Pledge Drive and Lunch and
Laugh on May 10, 2018.
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PTO HAPPENINGS
Third Marking Period

YEAR ROUND APPRECIATION
The WAMS PTO Board would like to acknowledge the following individuals who
tirelessly worked behind-the-scenes throughout the school year to make our
school the best it can be every day!
Tamera Coelho, Beautification– Thank you for refreshing
planters at the school building entrance and installing seasonal
plants within school grounds.
Michelle Jacoby, Coffee Service - Thank you for
ensuring our staff and teachers were fueled and ready to face the
day’s challenges by maintaining the main office coffee service
every week!
Bridgette Turner, Notice Board– Thank you for updating
the boards at the school entrance for the General PTO
Meetings.
Meena Sharma-Shukla and Lakshmi Gurram, Spirit Wear Thank you for coordinating the ordering and selection of WAMS
Spirit Wear. We know it was no easy task, especially for a school
of our size, and we truly appreciate all your time and effort that
went into this undertaking.
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PTO HAPPENINGS
Third Marking Period

DEBATE TOURNAMENT
William Annin Middle School hosted the Debate Tournament this year. More
than 20 schools participated and over 200 students joined the event.
We would like to thank the following who volunteered their time and/or donated
food for this event:
Achint Kaur
Alexandra Schwarz
Alida Martorell
Anjali Agrawal
Anu Talasila
Arati Nagaraj
Barb Szabo
Chloe Yang
Courtney Sherman
Deep Agarwal
Derek & Jimmy Paulo
Elie Zhang
Ema Schwed
Emma Perez
Fiorella Bologno
Gordon Li
Hannah Kim
Hongmei Liu
Jaya George
Joshi Jangam
Kathy Landaido
Ke Streiger
Lakshmi Gottepella
Lakshmi Gurram
Libby Shen
Ling He

Margarita Reynoso
Mary Davis
Medha Sasane
Meena Sharma
Paula Sibal
Priya Verma
Quing Song
Rachna Garg
Rippi Karda
Sadaf Haroon
Sampath Putumbaka
Sandhya Kamineni
Shalini Manan
Sirisha Ghatty
Sowmya Bonthala
Stephan Hodges
Sundari Rao
Surekha Vanka
Varsha Jamdar
Vasanthi Manivel
William Lin
Yuhee Choi
Zhihong Jia
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PTO HAPPENINGS
Third Marking Period

5TH GRADE ORIENTATION

On Tuesday, March 6, parents of current 5th Graders had a student-run tour of the WAMS
building. They also met with Mrs. Hudock, our school Principal, the school administrative
staff, counselors and teachers at the auditorium; where they learned how WAMS staff work
to support their children during the elementary to middle school transition process.
~ Committee Chairs: Clarissa Henson and Stacey Uhrig
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PTO HAPPENINGS
Third Marking Period

PEC SENSITIVITY TRAINING
WAMS would like to thank the Bernards Parents for Exceptional Children (PEC) for their
generous donation of the sensitivity workshops and mentor programs that enable our 6th
graders to learn how to include others and recognize abilities rather than disabilities.
More than 3,000 children in the Bernards Township school district have experienced the PEC
sensitivity workshops where 3rd and 6th grade students “experience” what it’s like to have
physical as well as hidden disabilities, such as cerebral palsy or dyslexia, in order to embrace
those who may learn or act differently than they do.
The PEC mentor program, currently in its 9th year, allows students in grades 5 to 12 to work
one-on-one with students with special needs at recreational and sporting programs. These
students act as role models and help with homework and social interactions. Funding for the
mentor program and sensitivity workshops comes directly from the PEC, a volunteer
organization, and from the generosity of its supporters and sponsor contributors who lend
financial support.
The mission of the Bernards PEC is to provide the support that families, educators, and
community organizers need to help individuals with disabilities reach their full potential. The
PEC also strives to create an environment of understanding and acceptance for persons with
disabilities within the community.
We would like to thank the following volunteers who stepped up to help out during this
year’s PEC Training: Danielle Abrutyn, Carol Babcock, Denise Bailey, Anamika Bhargava,
Christine Brenner, Courtney Carney, Tejal da Silva, Gretchen DeBiasi, Agnes Doucette, Diane
Foley, Jaya George, Suzanne Gilligan, Melanie Grob, Lakshmi Gurram, Kala Hariharan, Laura
Healy, Elle Jardim, Beckie Laubscher, Tricia Larsen, Christie Leduc, John Lee,Natanya
Levitz, Debbie Marcus , Alicia Martine, Alida Martorell, Lisa McNey, Debbie Moldovan, Patty
Morath, Maria Murphy, Mahwish Mustafa, Sherry Nelson, Alice Nemetz, Ryan Parker, Stella
Perna, Anisha Philip, Melissa Pruskowski, Susan Rascio, Heidi Richel, Betsy Riddiford, Kandi
Rocchi, Karan San, Medha Sasane, Bridget Schiraldo, Sonal Sharma, Sharmeen Sheikh, Lauren
Small, Katy Soulas, Karen White, Anna Yang, Amanda Yanuklis, Ann Yekelchik.
Please support our upcoming fundraiser, the PEC 5K Run on Sunday, May 20, 2018 at
Mountain Park. Click here for details. Race proceeds will be used to fund ongoing Disability
Awareness and Sensitivity Workshops for all Bernards Township students in grades 3 and 6,
and mentor training for Bernards PEC’s Mentor Program.
~Committee Chair: Lisa McNey
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PTO HAPPENINGS
Third Marking Period

WAMS SLAMS

Everyone had a blast watching the annual WAMS teachers vs. students basketball game
benefitting the Bryan’s Dream Foundation. We were able to raise $514.00! Thank you to all
who donated and baked for the event. Thank you to our committee volunteers: Ana Keenan,
Kate Rafanello and Andrea Lardiere.
~ Committee Chair: Rebecca Moussally
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PTO HAPPENINGS
Third Marking Period

WAMS REMEMBERS THE HOLOCAUST
The Holocaust was a dark period in our world’s history, during which mankind witnessed the harsh
realities of discrimination. The years were filled with pain, deception, separation, prejudice, and anger. During the Holocaust, 12 million people perished due to these atrocities, and of those 12 million
individuals, six million of them were Jews that were murdered by the Nazis. In the speech “Perils of
Indifference” by Elie Wiesel (Holocaust survivor and Nobel Laureate), he questioned the world’s
sense of humanity, stating that the twentieth century’s legacy would be marked by its lack of action,
by its gross examples of violence, by its practices of indifference. To be indifferent, you are blind to
the welfare of others and to the plights against them. Wiesel stated that, “Indifference is always the
friend of the enemy, for it benefits the aggressor -- never his victim, whose pain is magnified when he
or she feels forgotten”. One way WAMS decided to rise above the horrible state of indifference was to
learn about the cruelty and brutality of the Holocaust, so the students could learn the importance of
standing up, the importance of quieting the bullies, and the importance of our WAMS “Be” statements
(for being kind, responsible, respectful, and positive).
On Friday, March 2, 2018, students at WAMS honored Holocaust Remembrance Day, an interdisciplinary event during which students discussed important themes of discrimination and advocacy. Students began the day discussing how discrimination and bullying occurs with learning about perpetrators, victims, and bystanders, and they read Martin Niemoller’s famous poem “First they came...” and
viewed images of the Holocaust to determine the roles people assumed and how being bystanders
gave the perpetrators more power. The clear message presented was that humanity should not stand
apart and witness injustices; rather they should rise above the role of the bystander and take action
to defend against such wrongs.
History was brought to life as students listened to guest speaker, Tova Friedman, share her personal
experiences of being one of the only five Jewish children to survive from her hometown in Poland. Ms.
Friedman described how her family was placed in different work camps, how she witnessed her extended family members murdered, and how she was liberated by the Russians from Auschwitz. Students were moved by her tragic recollections and were able to reflect on her experiences in classroom settings after the presentation
During the afternoon, students were also able to view documentaries of liberators that rescued Jews
from Buchenwald in order to gain perspective what others witnessed during the Holocaust. These
retellings helped students understand what soldiers felt as they first encountered the horrific actions
of the Nazis. Students ended the day with reflecting on the theme of advocacy. Using Nickelback’s music video “If Everyone Cared” to begin this discussion, students determined what advocacy means and
how small acts can lead to tremendous changes.
Students created lines of poetry to reflect on the actions students could take to make a more positive
world and continued to join their lines of poetry together with other peers in their English classes the
following week. Many of these collective poems will be on display at the spring WAMS Expo.

11

WAMS AO SPORTS REVIEW
Third Marking Period
Our Winter teams all had a great season!
The boys basketball team captured the League Championship following a 49-45 win over Franklin on
February 13th! The WAMS boys basketball team has not done so since 2009, as this is the second Central Jersey Junior Schools Athletic Association championship in program history. Head coach Frank
LoCascio should be proud of himself as he, along with assistant coach Brad Whitman, mentored the
players with positive reinforcement throughout the season.

Brett Astrin was named MVP

The team was recognized at the Board of Education meeting on March 12th.
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WAMS AO SPORTS REVIEW
Third Marking Period
Congratulations to the girls basketball team on a successful season, they were the division champions!

The boys volleyball team also had a good season with the A team winning all but 2 matches. WAMS held a
Volleyball Tournament with 3 other teams attending where we were defeated in the championship.

Now that the weather is slowly warming up and the flowers are blooming our Spring team are finally able to
take the field! We wish everyone a successful and fun season! Please check our website www.wamsao.com for
the schedules.
Thank you for your continued support of our athletes and the program.
Like us on Facebook - WAMS Athletic Organization
https://www.facebook.com/wamsao
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STUDENT RECOGNITION
Third Marking Period
Congratulations on Outstanding
Performance
2017-2018 School Year

8TH GRADE STUDENT STARS
Each marking period, the 8th grade teachers recognize a group of students as student stars.
Students are chosen for their good moral character, contributions to the school, concern for
others, cooperative spirit, respect for school and others, and sense of responsibility. These
students demonstrate the attributes that contribute to a successful school community.

Blue Team

To Be Announced

Gold Team

To Be Announced
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Green Team

To Be Announced

STUDENT RECOGNITION
Third Marking Period
Congratulations on Outstanding
Performance
2017-2018 School Year

7TH GRADE VIKING VIP’s
The 7th grade teams honor students who exemplify Viking Values every marking period. Each
team of teachers nominated and voted on students based on the Viking Values. The four values
are: Courage, Respect, Integrity and Responsibility. Students who win the VIP award display the
courage to do the right thing when no one is watching, treat others with respect, demonstrate
responsibility, and act with integrity. This award recognizes the actions of the true VIP’s at
WAMS. The 7th grade teachers are proud of these students and their accomplishments, and
recognize their efforts at making our community a better place.

Blue Team

Gold Team

Green Team

Ryan Mannino

Dewon Kim

William White

Andrew Baumann

Dennis Liu

Brandon Wong

Anusha Gupta

Josephine Dennis

Marisa Tomaru

Erin Conroy

Tayler Mark

Karina Yang
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STUDENT RECOGNITION
Third Marking Period
Congratulations on Outstanding
Performance
2017-2018 School Year

6TH GRADE MOST VALUABLE VIKING
The Most Valuable Viking (MVV) is a program designed to recognize students who have
consistently demonstrated a positive and cooperative attitude in their school community by
demonstrating one (or more) of the four Viking Values: Respect, Responsibility, Integrity and
Courage. While many students demonstrate good character each and every day, these student’s
efforts and actions went above and beyond, earning them this outstanding award.

Blue Team

Gold Team

Green Team

Teresa Jones

Kevin Taylor

Dmitry Cole

Alyssa Urschler

Rooke Donahoe

Pranav Pedavalli

Emerson Golubic

Laura Carney

Juliet Larson

Tighe Kurtzman

Liam Murphy

Laura Lemgruber

Brody Carson

Kiera Kelleher

Alexa McCabe
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