
Parent Advisory Council Meeting 
April 4, 2018 
 
Attendees: 
Karen Hudock 
PTO Board Members:  Alexandra Schwarz, Margarita Reynoso, Lakshmi Gurram, Meena Sharma, Tissiana 
Oliva, Achint Kaur, Barbara McCabe 
PAC reps 6th grade: Anisha Kurian-Philip 
PAC reps 7th grade:  Rebecca Mousally, Sona Mukadam 
PAC reps 8th grade: Yolanda Li 
PEC Rep:  Lisa McNey 
AO Rep:  Heather Olivo 
 
AGENDA  

I. WAMS Security 
II. 8th Grade Activities End of the year update 

III. 7th to 8th grade elective choices process 
IV. Walk-Out procedures 

 
 

I. WAMS Security 
Mrs. Hudock shared the following information related to WAMS security, keeping in mind the 
need to maintain a level of confidentiality in regard to sharing of security practices and 
procedures.   
- An active crisis management team is in place.  This includes role play of various security 

related scenarios to practice response.  Medical drills are also run to assess response. 
- WAMS follows the same guidelines as the Somerset County response system so that the 

school can react similarly to responding parties in similar situations. 
- WAMS staff continues training on how to react in a range of situations.  Staff members are 

not just trained to hide; they are trained on how to be proactive - if the situation is most 
appropriate for this response.  

 
II. 8th Grade Activities End-of-Year Update 

Mr. Torrisi has already begun meetings with parent and staff teams to start planning for 8th 
grade end-of-year activities.  WAMS will continue to host an 8th grade dance at RHS and an 8th 
grade celebration at school in June.  This event will include time for yearbook signing.  Dates are 
on the PTO website.  Additional information will be shared as the events get closer.   

 
III. 7th to 8th Grade Elective Choices Process 

Rising 8th graders will be asked to choose electives soon.   There have been a few issues with 
setting up elective choices in Aspen, so teams are still working through issues and will inform 
everyone soon of the dates when selections are to be made.  Eighth grade students will have an 
assembly that will share information on the process for selecting electives.  Students and 
parents will be notified when it’s time to make elective selections and informed of all relevant 
dates.   
 
 



ALSO NOTE:  
- Communication for rising 6th graders to select a world language has not occurred yet.  Look 

for an upcoming email. 
- Rising 7th graders will only have the choice to select (re-select) chorus, band or orchestra. 

There are no other elective choices to make.    
 

IV. Walk-Out Procedures 
Mrs. Hudock shared the district position on the walk out that occurred on March 14.  As a public 
school, WAMS cannot sanction nor deny students the ability to participate in a public protest.  
WAMS cannot require parent permission to do the protest, but in this case, Administration did 
suggest parent permission be given due to the minor status of the students.   
 
Since this recent event occurred on an early dismissal day, the class schedule was modified so 
that the walk-out was during a full period, not during class change time.  This allowed better 
monitoring of students.  Permission slips were requested and collected so that staff could better 
gauge the magnitude of student participation.   
 
When it was time for the walk-out, it was not announced.  Students were just expected to ‘walk-
out’, if they planned to do so.  Staff members were stationed at each exit, and extra staff were 
stationed in inside ‘walk-out’ locations, e.g., gyms.  An advance message was shared with 
students that for safety reasons, it would be best to stay inside.  However, students were not 
stopped at the door if they chose to go outside, as staff cannot legally stop children from 
executing their constitutional right to protest.   
 
Mrs. Hudock reported that the walk-out was conducted in a very respectful manner. 
 
 

V. Other Topics 
Spring break, as per April 3 communication from Mr. Markarian, will only be Monday, April 16.  
See his email for additional details.  WAMS will conduct ‘business as usual’ for classes during 
spring break.  Parents should make sure to inform nurse’s office of any days students will be out 
of school during this time.  

 
 

 


