
Parent Advisory Committee Meeting 
October 4, 2017 
 
Attendees: 
Karen Hudock 
PTO Board Members:  Alexandra Schwarz, Margarita Reynoso, Lakshmi Gurram, Barbara McCabe, Meena 
Sharma 
PAC reps 6th grade: Joyce Wang, Anisha Kurian-Philip 
PAC reps 7th grade:  Rebecca Mousally, Sona Mukadam 
PAC reps 8th grade: Yolanda Li, Jaya Govindarajan 
PEC Rep:  Lisa McNey 
AO Rep:  Heather Olivo 
 
AGENDA  
 
I. Overview of PAC 

The Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) is a committee of parents, hosted by the principal, which meets 
on the first Wednesday of most months.  The goal of the PAC is to review and discuss broad issues that 
impact many students.  Meetings are closed, but parents are encouraged to email their grade-level 
representatives, as noted in the ‘About Us’ section on WAMSpto.com, with any school-wide concerns 
at least one week prior to an upcoming meeting.  PAC meetings are not the appropriate forum for 
addressing issues that impact one or two students.  These issues should continue to be taken directly 
to the specific staff member most appropriate to address the concern. 

 
II. Grading Scale – conversion for final grade 

The grading scale conversions used to calculate final grades have been adjusted.  Please see student 
hand book for details.   
 

III. ASPEN Updates 
The parent portal is scheduled to go live within the next weeks as a phased roll out, starting the second 
week of October.  Emails will be sent notifying parents when they are able to set up access.  The roll-
out will start with RHS parents, then WAMS, and finally, elementary.   

 
IV. Facilities Upgrades 

Installation of air conditioning at WAMS is scheduled to take place over the next two summers, with 
installation in the 100 and 200 classrooms in summer 2018 and 300 and 400 classrooms in summer 
2019.  Potential additional modification include: upgrades to the 8th grade science labs and removal of 
the curtain wall in the back of the school.  WAMS will be completely shut down for these two summers 
pending BOE approval on all capital gains projects.  Mrs. Hudock will keep the community informed.  
The AC upgrades do not include gyms, locker-room, auditorium or the cafeteria.    

 
V. Jump Start Program Modifications 

Due to the facilities upgrades occurring during the summer of 2018, a modified Jump Start program 
will be offered.  Jump Start Lite will be offered to fifth graders as a 9 day, after-school program from 
3:45-6p at WAMS.  The dates are:  May 29, 30, 31 and June 4, 5, 7, 11, 12 and 14. Transportation by 
bus from elementary schools will be included.  See October 6 Friday Folder for additional information.   

 
 
 



 
VI. PARCC 

The District will now fully share computers so all grades will conduct PARCC testing at the same time 
over a 4-day period (May 3, 4, 7 and 8) at WAMS.  This year, as part of a pilot requested by the State of 
NJ, WAMS will add an additional English Language Arts (ELA) unit, bringing the park testing to a total of 
6 units (3 for ELA and 3 for MATH).  Graduation requirements related to PARCC remain the same as 
shared last year.  Mrs. Hudock will continue to communicate this information to the school community 
as the PARCC dates get closer.   
 

VII. NJASK Science Assessment 
Eighth graders will continue to take the NJASK science unit.  However, this will be computer based 
testing this year in the spring. 
 

VIII. Snack Policy 
Starting last spring, discussions were started regarding snacks during the school day.  Staff are very 
supportive of this initiative and understand the importance.  The plan is that each grade level will 
potentially have a set snack time during the day.  There will likely be occasional days where a lesson 
may not lend itself to snack, such as computer time or science lab.  Details will be finalized with staff 
input with the target of implementation by end of October.  Once implemented (notification will be 
sent), students may bring a snack of their choosing, but the ‘nut-free’ policy will be in place for all food 
consumed in classrooms.  Staff will likely ask for wipes donations from parents so that the desks are 
kept clean for the next class period.   
 

IX. 8th Grade Empowerment Day 
Mr. Torrisi provided an overview of the 8th Grade Empowerment Day.  This upcoming initiative in 
October is focused on overall social and emotional wellness and is one of the five 8th grade initiatives 
planned for the year.  Empowerment Day will include interactions with guest speakers, RHS students, 
and others from the community.  During this day, students will move through various rotations – 
speakers, hands-on sessions, RAD students speaking about their roles, and a new session on coping 
skills.   
 
Coping skills is designed to arm students with the tools on how to deal with various emotional / social 
situations.  The session will not just focus on telling students what situations should not happen to 
them.  It will focus on strategies to deal with situations if they do.  Additionally, sessions on stress relief 
– what do to relax and relieve stress –  will be offered.  Student may sign up for options such as, art 
therapy, yoga, etc. in advance of the day. Empowerment Day will end with guest speaker Kevin 
Wanzer. 

 
 

 
  


