Important Dates
April
4/14: School Closed
4/17: 8th Gr. PARCC Testing (Math)
4/17: BOE Mtg/RHS PAC
4/18: Evening of Jazz/RHS (7 PM)
4/19: PTO Presentation: Lauren Muriello on Teens & Social Media/WAMS Audit. (7-9 PM)
4/21: 3rd MP Rpt. Cards Online
4/24-28: School Closed (Spring Recess)

Welcome to the Viking Voice Quarterly, a publication
of the WAMS PTO, issued after the marking period
ends to celebrate the events and happenings at
William Annin Middle School.

For information on upcoming
events, please refer to the
current week’s Viking Voice
Express on the WAMS PTO
home page.

May
5/1: 8th Gr. Activities Fair/RHS
5/2-3: 7th Gr. PARCC Testing (ELA)
5/3: Cycle 5 Ends
5/4: Cycle 6 Begins
5/4-5: 7th Gr. PARCC Tesing (Math)
5/8-11 PARCC Testing Make-ups
5/8-11: PTO Teacher/App. Week
5/8: BOE Mtg/RHS PAC (7 PM)
5/10: PAC Mtg/Cafe Annex (9 AM)
5/11: Curriculum Forum (Steam)/WAMS Audit. (9-11 AM)
5/12: PTO Teacher/Staff App. Lunch/Cafe Annex (10:45-1 PM)
5/18: WAMS Expo (5:30-8 PM)
5/22: BOE Mtg/WAMS Audit.. (7 PM)
5/25: WAMS Chorus Concert/RHS PAC (7 PM)
5/26: School Closed
5/29: School Closed-Memorial Day
5/31: 8th Gr. NJASK Science Testing
2016 -17 PTO, District, & DynaCal Calendars
Click here for the entire PTO calendar.
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PTO NEWS & INFORMATION
Third Marking Period

2016-2017 PTO BOARD
President (Co-President)

Lois Taddeo
Meena Sharma
Barbara McCabe
Wanning Wu
Margarita Reynoso
Sophia Hu
Geraldine Ong
Achint Kaur

Secretary
Treasurer
VP of Communications
VP of Fundraising
VP of Programs
VP of Volunteers

The WAMS PTO Board meets monthly to discuss current and future PTO
events. The members work diligently to make the best decisions possible
with PTO funds while supporting the PTO’s mission:

Please visit our home page regularly to stay current on all the latest
events and information at William Annin Middle School. The news bubbles are frequently updated with pertinent announcements. Be sure to
sign up to receive the WAMS Friday Folder which includes our weekly
newsletter, the Viking Voice Express (VVE). Our web site also contains
Resources such as forms, FAQ’s and important links; as well as ways to
get involved and how to support our school. We have PTO positions open
for the 2017-2019 school year. If you are interested, please e-mail Lois
Taddeo or any of the PTO Board Members.
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PAC – Parent Advisory Council
The Parent Advisory Council (PAC) is a committee of parents, hosted by the principal, which meets on
the first Wednesday of most months to discuss the school environment. It is a closed meeting, but parents are encouraged to email their grade level representatives, as noted below, with any school-wide
concerns at least one week before the meeting dates listed at the bottom of this page. The information
is strictly confidential and the representative you contact will get back to you with the answer and/or
explanation to your questions and/or concerns.
Individual child and/or teacher concerns should be first discussed with the teacher directly. Teachers
are very willing to discuss concerns and they are often unaware of problems. Each PTO Board Member
is also invited to the PAC meetings.
Parents interested in serving on the PAC committee must be chairing or co-chairing a committee for the
current school year and should fill out the WAMS volunteer sign-up sheet distributed in the Spring.
2016-2017 PAC Members
6th Grade
Tissiana Oliva- tissiana@hotmail.com
Rebecca Moussally – becca82875@yahoo.com
7th Grade
Susan Lu – xiaolu_08854@yahoo.com
Dongmei Wang –mei@research.att.com
8th Grade
Maria Sblendorio –mms@backtonature.net
Jayanthi Venkataramani – jayanthiv2@yahoo.com
PEC
Karen White – cwwkbw@gmail.com
AO
Heather Olivo- heatherolivo@yahoo.com
2016 – 2017 Meeting Dates & Minutes
September 7, 2016
October 5, 2016
November 2, 2016
December 7, 2016
January 4, 2017
February 1, 2017
March 8, 2017
April 19, 2017
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GENERAL PTO MEETINGS
Each General PTO meeting covers PTO news and events and includes a WAMS update from Principal
Karen Hudock. As part of PTO news, a Board of Education member and a WAMS AO Representative
provide a general status. Here are highlights from the special topics presented at our meetings. Click
on the meeting date for information and to read the full minutes. Archived Meeting Minutes and a
list of future dates and topics may be found on the PTO web site.
February 8, 2017
Topic: 8th Grade Washington, DC, Trip & Mathematics Scheduling Process
Special thanks to Trip Advisors: Jennifer Chmura, Christine Daly, and Marissa Fuellhart, for
providing an overview of the details of the 8th Grade Washington, DC ,Trip. The Trip Advisors
informed parents how the trip would be structured and what students should pack. The March 3031 trip was very successful.

Much appreciation to Ms. Kristin Wolff, Supervisor of Mathematics, and Ms. Tara Bowman, WAMS
Mathematics teacher, for their presentation on the Mathematics Course Options for 7th through 9th
grades. While all grade levels were mentioned, the focus of their presentation was on helping
parents understand the choices for rising 8th graders. Their insight helped us understand how to
make the best decisions for our children as they continue their education and plan for high school.
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March 8, 2017
Topic: Suicide Awareness and Prevention Programs at WAMS,
The Middle School Model

Dr. Barbara Bush, WAMS Student Assistance Counselor, presented on the topic
of Teen Suicide Awareness & Prevention – The Middle School Model. Dr. Bush
talked about suicide as a diagnosable mental disorder and the risk factors
associated with it. She also discussed Health topics she covers per grade level at
WAMS and how parents can get involved in obtaining the appropriate level of
care for their child.

School Superintendent Nick Markarian was also in attendance and shared some
of his insights and answered some of the audience questions during Q&A.
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MID YEAR UIPDATE
Third Marking Period

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU
We would like to thank all of you, our WAMS families, for your generosity and
continued support. Because of the success of the magazine drive and a lot of
generous donations, PTO was able to fund the following items:

Node Chairs
Speaker System
Chrome Books
Books for IDEA Lab and Counseling

Document Cameras
Sliding White Boards

Thank you for your continued support by participating with the Pledge Drive.
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YEAR ROUND APPRECIATION
The WAMS PTO Board would like to acknowledge the following individuals who tirelessly
worked behind-the-scenes throughout the school year to make our school the best it can be
every day!

Michelle Jacoby, Coffee Service - Thank you for ensuring
our staff and teachers were fueled and ready to face the day’s
challenges by maintaining the main office coffee service every
week!

Elaine DiDario, Refreshments - Thank you for an awesome job
coordinating all the ingredients that go into turning out tasty treats
and more at many of our school events!

Meena Sharma, Spirit Wear - Thank you for coordinating the
ordering and selection of WAMS Spirit Wear. We know it was no
easy task, especially for a school of our size, and we truly
appreciate all your time and effort that went into this undertaking.
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WAMS Remembers the Holocaust
The Holocaust was a dark period in our world’s history, during which mankind
witnessed the harsh realities of discrimination. The years were filled with pain, deception,
separation, prejudice, and anger. During the Holocaust, 12 million people perished due to
these atrocities, and of those 12 million individuals, six million of them were Jews that were
murdered by the Nazis. Elie Wiesel, in his speech “Perils of Indifference”, questioned the
world’s sense of humanity, stating that the twentieth century’s legacy would be marked by
its lack of action, by its gross examples of violence, by its practices of indifference. To be
indifferent, you are blind to the welfare of others and to the plights against them. Wiesel
stated that, “Indifference is always the friend of the enemy, for it benefits the aggressor -never his victim, whose pain is magnified when he or she feels forgotten”. One way WAMS
decided to rise above the horrible state of indifference was to learn about the cruelty and
brutality of the Holocaust, so the students could learn the importance of standing up, the
importance of quieting the bullies, and the importance of our Viking Values.

On Friday, March 17, 2017, students at WAMS honored Holocaust Remembrance
Day, an interdisciplinary event during which students discussed important themes of
discrimination and advocacy. Students began the day discussing how discrimination and
bullying occurs with learning about perpetrators, victims, and bystanders, and they read
Martin Niemoller’s famous poem “First they came...” and viewed images of the Holocaust to
determine the roles people assumed and how being bystanders gave the perpetrators more
power. The clear message presented was that humanity should not stand apart and witness
injustices; rather they should rise above the role of the bystander and take action to defend
against such wrongs.
History was brought to life as students listened to guest speaker, Tova Friedman,
share her personal experiences of being one of the only four Jewish children to survive from
her hometown in Poland. Ms. Friedman described how her family was placed in different
work camps, how she witnessed her family members murdered, and how she was liberated
by the Russians from Auschwitz. Students were moved by her tragic recollections and were
able to reflect on her experiences in classroom settings after the presentation.
During the afternoon, students were also able to view documentaries of liberators
that rescued Jews from Buchenwald in order to gain perspective what others witnessed
during the Holocaust. These retellings helped students understand what soldiers felt as
they first encountered the horrific actions of the Nazis.
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WAMS Remembers the Holocaust
Continued…..

Students ended the day with reflecting on the theme of advocacy. Using Nickelback’s
music video “If Everyone Cared” to begin this discussion, students determined what
advocacy means and how small acts can lead to tremendous changes. Students created
“bricks” for our pathway to peace, with these bricks displaying inspirational sayings and
images to promote the messages of “never again”, standing up to bullies, and creating
positive change. Many of these bricks will be on display at the spring WAMS Expo.

Special thanks to our Holocaust Remembrance Committee:
Lindsay Capone, Christian Soto, Evona Panycia, Pat Gambino, Jonathan Ost, Bill Michaelis,
Courtney Slack, Christina Boyland, Emily Davis, Jennifer Winters, Jocelyn Bizzarro, Dina
German, and Amberley Roio
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Congratulations to all our Winter athletes on your season and thank you to all our coaches,
parents and fans for your dedication and support of our programs.
Our girls and boys basketball teams finished their seasons in the quarterfinal games. The
boys volleyball team had a great season and won the Peck Volleyball Tournament! Every
player saw the court and contributed to the success of the team. Justin Hong and Quinn
Bunsa were named as MVPs. (see team photo below)

Spring Sports are kicking off their seasons and we cross our fingers for dry warm weather!
We had 91 athletes register for tryouts for the baseball, softball as well as the girls and boys
lacrosse teams. While 111 athletes will be competing on our track and field team. We
also have three volleyball clinics running this Spring with 49 students participating. A girls
clinic in early afternoon, a boys early afternoon clinic and a girls late afternoon clinic.
To access their team standings and records visit the league
website www.cjjsaa.com. Schedules are posted on our website http://www.wamsao.com.
When registration opened on Jan 16th we had teams and clinics that closed due to a full
roster within hours. Our teams with limited enrollment are very popular so parents should
be alert to posted information and registration times if they want to register their children
for future programs. Fall registration will open in July and info will be posted soon on our
website.
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Continued…..
New this season we launched an online team store with customized gear. Thank you to
those families that placed orders to show their Viking spirt!
THANK YOU and CONGRATULATIONS to WAMS dad, Bill Kosakowski for entering the Box
Tops for Education Winter Sweepstakes. Bill won 25,000 box tops earning WAMSAO
$2,500! With the collection of all our WAMS families our total redemption for the Winter
is $2,772.50. Please continue to click your Box Tops throughout the year and submit them
to the main office in the Box Tops for Education yellow can. Every bit helps support our
pay to participate programs! Check the website often and enter daily to win the current
sweepstakes offerings! http://www. boxtops4education.com/
Do you shop at Shop Rite? If you register your Shop Rite Card online, WAMS AO gets
$0.10 for every product you purchase that has a Box Top for Education. It takes 3 minutes
to do and you never have to do a thing after today and we would be most grateful!
https://shopriteformyschool. com/
Like us on Facebook - WAMS Athletic Organization http://www. facebook.com/wamsao
Thank you for your continued support of the WAMS Athletic Organization!
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STUDENT RECOGNITION
Third Marking Period
Congratulations on Outstanding
Performance
2016-2017 School Year

8TH GRADE STUDENT STARS
Each marking period, the 8th grade teachers recognize a group of students as student stars.
Students are chosen for their good moral character, contributions to the school, concern for
others, cooperative spirit, respect for school and others, and sense of responsibility. These
students demonstrate the attributes that contribute to a successful school community.

Blue-Team

Rayan
Randriatsimialona
Nick Fabbio
Becca Picardo
Luke Dobrowolski
Gabby De Vasconcellos
Meera MacMullen

Gold Team

Colin James
Bharat Sanka
Quinn Bunsa
Shannon Bowen
Katie Gallo
Zoe McGowan
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Green Team

Kyle Branco
Ben Grossman
James Zhang
Emma Krikston
Amy Huang
Claire Kerby

STUDENT RECOGNITION
Third Marking Period
Congratulations on Outstanding
Performance
2016-2017 School Year

7TH GRADE VIKING VIP’s
The 7th grade teams honor students who exemplify Viking Values every marking period. Each team of teachers nominated and
voted on students based on the Viking Values. The four values are: Courage, Respect, Integrity and Responsibility. Students who
win the VIP award display the courage to do the right thing when no one is watching, treat others with respect, demonstrate
responsibility, and act with integrity. This award recognizes the actions of the true VIP’s at WAMS. The 7th grade teachers are
proud of these students and their accomplishments, and
recognize their efforts at making our community a better place.

Blue Team

Joseph Gilligan
Paul Mattiola
Morgan Connell
Giovanna Giuditta

Gold Team

Quinn Gagliano
Colin Lombardi
Fatena Alsherif
Jaclyn Chiriaco
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Green Team

Kenneth Sinofsky
Sean McCluskey
Grace Murray
Anna Wilson

STUDENT RECOGNITION
Third Marking Period
Congratulations on Outstanding
Performance
2016-2017 School Year

6TH GRADE MOST VALUABLE VIKING
The Most Valuable Viking (MVV) is a program designed to recognize students who have consistently demonstrated a positive and cooperative attitude in their school community by demonstrating one (or more) of the four Viking Values: Respect, Responsibility, Integrity and Courage.
While many students demonstrate good character each and every day, these student’s efforts and
actions went above and beyond, earning them this outstanding award.

Blue Team

Gold Team

Green Team

Matthew McCue

Tayler Mark

Albert Caesar

Katherine Keefe

Penelope Arthur

Dylan Sweeney

Emily Harmon

Sanjana Gupta

Matthew Shawah

Ryan Mannino

Aiden Iacoviello

Marissa Tomaru

Sanjiv Raghupathy

Robert Riley

Vanessa Kusel
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