
Parent Advisory Committee Meeting 
December 7, 2016 
 
Attendees: 
Karen Hudock 
PTO Board Members:  Sophia Hu, Ged Ong, Margarita Reynoso, Lois Taddeo, Barbara McCabe, Meena Sharma, 
Wanning Wu, Achint Kaur 
PAC reps 6th grade: Tissiana Oliva 
PAC reps 7th grade:  Susan Lu, Dongmei Wang 
PEC Rep:  Karen White 
AO Rep:  Heather Olivo 
 
AGENDA  
I. STEM at WAMS / STEAM at RHS 

The STEM program at WAMS is underway.  All materials originally requested for the start-up STEM 
program for 2016-17 that were not previously approved have been submitted in the WAMS budget for 
consideration for 2017-18. 
 
Additional sections for STEM may be added in order to allow additional students to participate in the 
program.  However, this requires additional staff and this will not happen in the short term.  The 
program will continue to be evaluated and evolve as more resources become available. 
 
Eighth graders were sent information on the STEAM program at Ridge HS.  All interested students must 
apply, even those who are currently in the WAMS STEM 8th grade program.   
 
Information about the STEM Program at WAMS will be sent out to current 7th graders via the Friday 
Folder in the months to come.  

 
 
II. Pay-to-Play Clubs / Unified Sports Program 

Two new pay-to-play clubs will run this year: 
- Flute Ensemble with Danielle Plagge as advisor 
- Gaming Club with Steve Isaacs as advisor 
The Debate & Speech Club, which was initiated in the 2015-16 school year, will run again this year. 
 
If a student would like more information as to why a specific club was cancelled, they should reach out 
to the staff member that was organizing the club.  Most club cancellations were due to low student 
interest.   

 
The Unified Sports Program at WAMS will launch with a basketball program this winter.  Interviews are 
currently underway in order to identify a coach for the athletic portion of this program. 

 
 

III. Day of Giving for 8th Grade – 12/16 
The Day of Giving was held for 8th grade students on Dec 16.  This event was part of the overall global 
citizenship initiatives for 8th graders.  Many volunteer and support organizations were in attendance to 
talk about ways in which the students, and others, can give back to our community.  Additionally, 
students learned about community service as part of Ridge High School initiative.   
 



 
 
 
 

IV. Misc. Agenda Items 
- Extra Help:  As a reminder, in order to go to extra help, students must have a pass when they 

arrive at school in the morning. Students should show this pass to the staff member supervising 
the hallways when they arrive.  If a student does not have a pass, he/she will be instructed to go to 
the main office to check that the staff member is indeed in class and available.  If the teacher is 
available, a pass will be issued.   

- MAP testing, which is typically conducted in Fall and Spring, will be conducted as an additional 
pilot assessment in January this year.  The purpose of this additional assessment point is to use 
testing information to identify students earlier who are not on track for proficiency.  This way, 
teachers may adjust instruction BEFORE spring testing occurs.  This pilot will help to assess if the 
January data does indeed provide value to teachers and allow them to change instruction in time 
to impact Spring assessment.   


