
1 
 

WAMS General PTO Meeting Minutes: 10/19/2016 

 

WAMS PTO GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, October 19, 2016, 9:15 to 11 a.m. 

WAMS Auditorium 

 

I. Roll Call (Speakers) 
Lois  Taddeo, Karen Richman, Heather Olivo, Karen Hudock, Cara Miscia, Andrew West, 
Anita DeAngelis, James Garrity, Dr. Barbara Bush, Officer Tracy Baldassare, members of the 
audience. 

II. PTO News and Events 
 

PTO Co-President Lois Taddeo introduced the current PTO Board members, the PAC 
representatives per grade level, PEC representative Karen White, and WAMS AO PTO 
Representative Heather Olivo. 

 
A. Membership 

 
Lois Taddeo invited the audience to join the PTO. Membership fee pays for a copy of the 
school directory. The directory was distributed to the students yesterday. She announced 
the PTO’s Turkey Trot in November, and the current fundraising initiative (Magazine 
Drive). She announced that we publish important dates, reminders, and upcoming events 
through our weekly VVE.  
 

B. RHS PTO Meeting  
 
Lois announced the RHS PTO sponsored event next week, Thurs., Oct. 27, 7 p.m. at the 
RHS PAC. She encouraged the audience to attend the presentation on “Increasing Self 
Esteem & Reducing Anxiety in Teens”, with DayTop Clinical Director Ellen Purtell, who 
also was a very effective speaker at last year’s “Not In My Basement” PTO presentation.   

 
C. Wish List 

 
Lois mentioned in the course of the school year, teachers and staff can fill-up a Wish List 
Request form. Mrs. Hudock reviews the forms and approves requests. The approved 
form is sent to the PTO Board and the PTO board members vote on the requests. The 
PTO Board tries its best to balance the granted requests across various departments at  
WAMS.  
 

D. Magazine Drive 
 

Lois reported that online orders are still accepted. For those sending checks, please 
make it to WAMS PTO. We will have a 3

rd
 turn-in date announced. She also announced 

our Lands-End fund raiser, which allows us to get a rebate code every time we shop at 
Lands-End and enter our school code. WAMS gets 2% cash back each time you shop. 

III. BOE Update 
 

Karen Richman introduced herself and  John Fry. Karen gave an update on a meeting that 
the BOE had with Senator Kean on Sept. 20th. BOE President Bev Cwerner and BOE VP 
Linda Wooldridge met with the Senator and they discussed our district’s school funding, 
grants, PARCC testing, and transportation issues.  
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Karen reported that Senator Kean has been trying to change the school funding formula for 5 
years.  
 
In terms of transportation, the cost of busing increased significantly more than 2% beginning 
the 2015-2016 school year. Mr. Markarian (District Superintendent) and Mr. McLaughlin 
(Business Administrator) worked hard to consolidate bus routes this year to save on bus cost.  
 
Somerset County Educational Services, who provide our buses, are now having a shortage 
of bus drivers. One reason is that testing requirements for commercial bus drivers has been 
modified and it’s now more difficult to pass those tests. We also don’t have as many 
substitute drivers.  
 
Likely, our bus costs will increase this year. This problem affects the whole state. 
Congressman Lance will discuss the issue with his legislators and will keep us updated. Mr. 
Markarian wanted everyone to know that they are looking at possible options with regards to 
the busing issue. We may need to reduce number of buses, we may have triple-tier busing,  
school start and end-times next year may shift again. It’s an ongoing issue and they wanted 
everyone to be aware of it. 
 
Next BOE meeting is on Nov. 14 at WAMS at 7 p.m. 

 IV.       WAMS Athletic Organization (AO) 
 
Heather Olivo introduced herself and explained that the WAMS Athletic Organization (AO) is a 
pay-to-play organization. Oct. 24 is the deadline to register for try-outs to the boys/girls 
basketball. In boys volleyball, registration deadline is Nov. 28. All paper work including physical 
exam forms should be current. 
 
You can find more information on these activities through the WAMS AO website, their Facebook 
page, or through the VVE.  

 
They hold 3 fund-raisers a year. The 50-50 raffle on both Back to School Nights raised almost 
$1000. They have a Box Tops fund raiser. The Box Tops collection can is available in the main 
office, so please consider clipping those box tops and send them in. Proceeds from these help 
support our students and help fund our pay-to-play activities.  They offer a lot of clinics now for 6

th
 

graders. Most of our teams are 7
th
 & 8

th
 grades with the exception of Cross Country.  

V. WAMS Update from Mrs. Hudock 

 
Mrs. Hudock mentioned about the new Remind 101 App the school is using to communicate bus 
announcements. Parents are invited to sign-up for a Remind 101 account if their child rides the 
bus. Mr. Markarian approved use of a Tweeter account at the middle school to tweet information 
to the school community. This will just be reminders. The Friday Folder will still be the main 
course of sharing information.  Mrs. Hudock will also share best practices through these. She 
may post pictures of student activities at school, with no student faces shown. This will allow 
parents to stay connected on activities that go on in their child’s school. 
 
Mrs. Hudock explained about our Viking Values, which are similar to the pillars they learn in 
elementary school. They have bi-monthly lessons for the children from 6

th
 to 8

th
 grade.  

 
There are also various 8

th
 grade program changes this year, which focus on citizenship. The 

school will have 4 presentations or experience days for 8
th
 graders. They have the Washington 

D.C. trip in the spring. There’s an 8
th
 Grade Empowerment Day on Fri., Oct. 21. One of their 

guest speakers is Kevin Wanzer. The 8
th
 graders schedule is slightly modified on empowerment 
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day. Their experience days focus on healthy decision making and teaching the children how to 
stay away from drugs & alcohol.  
 
Mrs. Hudock talked about pay-to-play clubs. They rolled-out the 1

st
 club last year, which is the 

debate club.  Other club opportunities are available and an email was sent out this month. 
Christine Daly is the coordinator. There are now 3-4 clubs that met the attendance requirements 
to run. Other clubs didn’t meet the minimum required enrollees, so they will be communicating 
with parents of these clubs. There are soft deadlines for these organizations so those interested 
can check if there’s space to join. They hope to have the new clubs start running by Jan. 2017.   

VI. WAMS Support Staff 

 
A. Cara Miscia & Andrew West – School Counselors 

 
Ms. Miscia and Mr. West explained that middle school children have very distinct 
personalities. They are in a different phase of their physical, emotional, psychological, 
mental, and academic growth. Guidance tries to create a balance between being 
proactive and being reactive. Counselors are very specialized in working with their grade 
levels. They have 3 teams per grade level: blue, gold, green. There are a total of 5 
counselors, and there are 2 counselors per grade - one male and one female. They sit in 
on team meetings, and work with their teams in determining who are struggling or have 
concerns. There are approximately 1,500 students in our building.  
 
If there are concerns about a specific teacher, parents are advised to reach out first to 
their child’s teacher. They also try to maintain confidentiality in what kids report to them, 
unless it’s an issue that requires a parent be informed, then they communicate with the 
parents involved.  
 
Mr. West and Ms. Miscia encouraged parents to send them an email if there are 
questions or concerns regarding their kids.  
 

B. Anita DeAngelis – School Nurse 
 
Ms. DeAngelis introduced herself and mentioned that she also works with school nurse 
Mrs. Karuppan and with Ms. Persak, our nurse’s aide. She reminded parents to call if 
their child will be late or absent from school. There are health screenings for 6

th
 & 7

th
 

grades. They also do a scoliosis screening every other year, and they did one last year. 
She announced the 8

th
 grade Washington DC trip in the spring and they’ll be sending out 

more announcements soon.  They are not allowed to dispense medication to the children, 
and that includes OTC and prescription medicines, without doctors’ orders. Lastly, she 
encouraged parents to email or call them with any questions. 
 

C. Jim Garrity - Child Study Team 
 
Mr. Garrity mentioned that he’s a member of the Child Study Team, and they work with 
children with learning difficulties. There are 3 categories in their team at WAMS. a 
learning consultant, 2 school psychologists, and a social worker.  
 
Regular education interventions are attempted with a student before the Child Study 
Team gets involved. The Child Study Team evaluates for special education services.   
A student evaluation consists of: school social worker will evaluate the student’s social 
history, the learning consultant will perform standardized achievement testing, and the 
school psychologist will perform a psychological assessment. They bring the results from 
all these together and make a decision as a team if a child is eligible for special education 
services. All evaluations are done by referrals and follow strict government guidelines. 
Lastly, they also do case management roles. 



4 
 

WAMS General PTO Meeting Minutes: 10/19/2016 

 

 
D. Dr. Barbara Bush - Student Assistance Counselor 

 
Dr. Bush is a licensed psychologist who works with the school counselors to help the 
more fragile and serious student cases. She believes in working closely with parents to 
support children in school. She is also available to consult with teachers and parents.  
 
Dr. Bush is a member of the school's Intervention and Referral Services/ Section 504 
Committee, the School Safety Team, and the Character Education committee. She 
teaches health classes on suicide prevention and the dangers of alcohol and drug use on 
the teenage brain. Dr. Bush also offers staff development programs on a variety of topics. 
She is pleased that the Board of Education has added social and emotional well-being as 
a district goal along with academic achievement. 
 
Dr. Bush is available as a resource to parents who have concerns about their children. 
 
Dr. Bush and Officer Baldassare will talk about Internet Safety at the November PTO 
meeting 
 

E. School Resource Officer – Officer Tracy Baldassare  

Officer Baldassare has been a Police Officer for 13 years, and this is her 5
th
 year at 

WAMS. She’s a full-time School Resource Officer at WAMS. They offer a DARE- type 
program, called “Too Good For Drugs” for 6

th
 graders. 

With 6
th
 graders, Officer Baldassare teaches internet safety and technology issues, 

decision making, and alcohol, tobacco and other drug education. With 7
th
 & 8

th
 graders, 

she focuses on cyberbullying, texting, sexting issues, suicide prevention, alcohol & 
marijuana laws. With 8

th
graders, she talks about the problems on pills and heroin 

addiction. 

She’s the police representative to the Bernards Township Municipal Alliance and works 
with an organization in town called Communities in Crisis. She’s involved in student 
counselling, crime prevention, and serves as the police liaison to the district’s elementary 
schools. As the School Resource Officer, she has a pro-active role to focus on 
prevention. 
 
She encouraged the audience to send her an email through her BOE email address for 
any issues and concerns.    
 
 

 
 
 
Submitted: 
 
Geraldine Ong 
WAMS PTO-VP Programs 


